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John Heffernan, co-owner of the 2006 Triathlon winner, Ch.
Seaspell’s Concord Point CD OA OAJ CR OTR SC NAC
TGN CL3 CL4-S CL4-H CL4-F CGC, wasn’t always so

enthusiastic about Whippets and Whippet events.  His wife,
Dawn, who co-owns “Patriot” with John, wanted a Whippet, but
John was not as keen as Dawn to get one and required some
persuasion.  Then, they acquired their first Whippet, Wyatt,
through rescue, and although he rapidly endeared himself to the
couple, he had a problem with separation anxiety.  The
Heffernans researched this problem and determined that a
companion for Wyatt who was a calm, stable adult Whippet
would help, as would obedience training.

This was the start of a series of events that would lead to
today’s win, the hotly-contested Triathlon Best.  How do
trainers so new to Whippets manage to top a field of dogs
trained and conditioned by persons who have been competing
successfully with their dogs in all facets of Whippet events for
many years?  It began with a fortunate meeting with Karen
Roberson and Judy Britton, who happened to have an even-
tempered young champion male they were done showing and
thought should have a good home of his own as a companion.
John and Dawn thought Patriot would be the perfect dog to help
with Wyatt’s adjustment to a pet life.  

Since Wyatt was going to training classes, Patriot began
going and quickly showed promise.  Dawn, who has a
background in horses, noticed almost immediately from
watching Patriot just moving and standing on his own in their
yard that he had the qualities she had always looked for in her
best horses, and thought that his performance and athletic side
should be further explored.

The Heffernans make a polished, energetic, and dedicated
team whose achievements in just two years of ownership give
no clues to their newcomer status to the breed.  Dawn trains and
handles Patriot in Obedience and Agility, and follows a very
regular daily training regimen.  John concentrates on doing
racing, lure coursing, and conditioning of Patriot with a half-
hour run every day.  Patriot even enjoyed a year of specialing
with an outside handler as they enjoyed seeing him continue to
show off the qualities that had earned him his championship at
a relatively young age.

So far at this National, he has completed 3 titles—his CD,
his OA, and his OAJ—and earned a first leg in Novice Rally.
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Teamwork Pays Off for Owners 
of 2006 Triathlon Winner

Triathlon Results

Continued on page 2

1 Patriot Ch. Seaspell's Concord Pt SC NA NA CL4 OTR
CR.  Owners:  D & J Heffernan

2 Nikki BIF UGRCh UAGII TnT's La Femme Nikita SC
LCM OA OAJ.  Owner:  R Lutz

3 Dutch Wildhare Cowboy Cadillac CR FCh CGC.  Owner:
L Costello

4 Dino Am MBIF MSel NSel DC/Can Ch. Summit Autumn
Gabardine Martin, LCM, CD, CAV

5 Knick Buncrana's Knickerbocker FCh UD VFCh SC.
Owner:  B Sciarra

6 Ellery Can Ch Devonair's Mysterious Ellery CD AGN
FChX Am FCh.  Owner:  H Dansereau.

7 Daniel Ch. Shamasan Hnd Hill Thief O' HEarts RN SC
NAP.  Owners:  L Crain, S Honaker & P Booth

8 Nestor Bitterblue's Nestor FCh CRX 3 OTRM.  Owners:  P
& L Garwacki.

9 Chai Jammin Kashmiri Chai.  Owner:  L Wilks.
10 Wolf Paris Diablesse Say I Do, LCM3 CRX ORTM 2

ARX.  Owner:  L Anichini.

Conformation Placements:
1.  Dutch
2.  Daniel
3.  Patriot
4.  Ellery


