
By Karen Lee

Few in the crowd assembled around the
ring, watching as judge Bo Bengston
put his eventual Winners Bitch, Multi-

BIS and Multi-SBIS South African Champion
Sol y Sombra Soleil d’Orient through her
paces as she squared off against her closest
competition, could have discerned just how
much grief and emotion her handler and new
owner, Deann Christianson, was carrying in
her heart.

Sixteen years ago, a pleasant young voice
on the telephone called from Portugal to ask
Deann about breeding to her best young sire,
“Drake”.  That was the beginning of a
friendship and breeding partnership that
would take both Deann and Mimi’s primary
breeder, Jean-Pascal Botella, to the heights of
show and breeding success in their respective
countries, before tragedy struck.

Jean-Pascal was truly a citizen of the
world.  Though his family was from France,
he lived in many countries and spoke many
languages fluently.His travels and career took
him from Portugal, to Brazil, to South Africa,
and he was successful in both dogs and in life
wherever he went.  Deann stated he had a
true international perspective on the breed
and was able to be open to and incorporate
looks and lines which were the best from
wherever his travels took him.  Over time,
they became the best of friends.

White and red-spotted “Mimi” came out
of the whelping box into open and waiting
arms, as the culmination of a planned
breeding program designed to produce such a
one as her.  She has supreme confidence and
is  aptly named, as she considers life to be, as
Deann says wryly, “all about ME! Me! Me!
Me!” “Pascal”, as he was known to his many
friends all over the world, shared with her his
love of Mimi and the pride he took in her,
and they enjoyed her successes once she hit
the South African ring.

It was a loss to the breed worldwide, but a
loss to Deann and his other close Whippet
friends personally when just a few months
ago, an apparently healthy Jean-Pascal
checked into a hospital feeling ill, and died
suddenly and unexpectedly of a lung
embolism.

Pascal considered Mimi to be Sol Y

Sombra’s ‘signature’ Whippet—the fullest
and fairest flower of his long association with
Deann and with his ongoing program of
incorporating American lines he admired to
produce an international mixture of top
bloodlines which could win and be
appreciated anywhere in the world by any
judges or fanciers.  Although Mimi was #1
Whippet, #1 Hound, and #4 All-Breed in
South Africa at the time of Pascal’s death, he
considered her most exciting win to be when
Espen Engh and his partner, Age, found her
and carried her to Best in Show at one of
their largest shows. 

After his death, a shattered Deann told
Pascal’s partner and co-breeder of Mimi,
Antonio Villaverde, that she would of course
welcome “Davis” back into her home and
would help him as much as she could.
Antonio told her that Pascal had always
credited his association and friendship with
Deann for his successes, and that she was the
one he would have wanted to have Mimi.  He
felt that as Mimi was the ultimate Whippet
result of their long friendship, she could best
honor his memory by giving Mimi a chance
to be appreciated by the fancy Pascal had so
long been part of now that Pascal was gone.
As soon as she realized that Mimi was indeed
coming to her, she decided to attend the

National with her and exhibit Mimi with
pride as a tribute to her dear friend, Jean-
Pascal, and all he had worked so hard to
achieve.

The 2006 AWC National is Mimi’s first
US show.  It is very hard for the author to
accept that this lovely bitch could have
achieved such a prestigious win without
seeing her breeder’s lively, dark-eyed,
handsome face glowing with pride at
ringside. Deann felt that in the warm
applause and appreciation of the crowd which
buoyed her to the win, that in some way, his
spirit was present and was very proud of her,
and of Mimi. 
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A Bittersweet WB Win for Deann and Mimi

Bitch Class Results
Bred by Exhibitor Bitches. 
(1)Summit Lucy In The Sky. Owner: Susan

Vernon & Russell Vernon. 
(2)Snow Hill Mind Body & Soul. Owner:

Susanne Hughes DVM. 
(3)Willabe Matter Of Opinion. Owner:

Dick Schroeder & Jean Schroeder. 
(4)Oxford Tobell Fire And Ice. Owner:

Charlotte Lee & Dianne Bowen & Kim
Tucker. 
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