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Dear Readers,
Last month I mentioned that the AWC dues notice would be
included in this months issue but instead it is going to be
mailed to you along with the final ballot for the national.
That will give you more time to sit down and send in your
dues before the first of the year. — A message board has
been added to the Longlesson website so people can send
well wishes to Peggy Swayze who is battling cancer and her
family. http://www.longlessonhounds.com/ — A lot of you
have probably heard about the controversy surrounding the
Silken Windhound being accepted by ASFA for limited participation in lure coursing events, a subject which has generated a lot of talk recently. AWC President Russell McFadden
and AWC Board member and Performance Director Lisa
Costello both address the situation in this issue. — And finally here’s to Thanksgiving and plenty of turkey and trimmings for you and your canine companions!!!!

National Show Chair
Cindy Scott 719-594-9974
brookwood22@comcast.net
Eastern Harriett Lee 434-295-4525
hnl4c@virginia.edu
Midwest Pat Richey 330-735-2486
sprichey@yahoo.com
N. Central David Samuelson 651-454-4174
SamuelsonD@aol.com
South Central Nancy Billups 806-381-0601
cloudnine@arn.net
Southern David Howton 770-345-2120
DRWhippet@aol.com
Western Pam Magette, 562-598-8717
pmagette@solariswhippets.com
AWC SHOW CALENDAR
AWC 2010 National Specialty, Tucson
AZ www.awc2010.com
AWC Support: November 21st, Windham
County KC in W. Springfield, Massachusetts.
Puppy and Veteran Sweeps: Mary Downing
(Whimsy); Regular classes: Helen Brettell
(Lost Creek). We will have great trophies,
due to the contributions of so many generous friends of our breed. All donations will
be listed in the Premium list and Catalog.
Judge the day prior: Donna Lynch (Hamrya)
Judge the day after: Rachel Gongre
AWC Support, Friday December 11, 2009
Breed: Anthony "Bud" Gutilla, Sweeps: Kaleena Lowther at the Medina KC show, IX
Center, Cleveland, OH

President’s Message
I’m sure by now most of you have heard of the decision by
the American Sighthound Field Association (ASFA) Board of Directors
to recognize the Silken Windhound as a breed to run in the Limited
Stakes at their events. This decision made over the strong objections
voiced by the AWC Board was apparently made because the ASFA
Board thought the inclusion of crossbreed entries at their events
would bolster their treasury. Because of the total disregard of the
interests of AWC members and other purebred Whippet breeders and
fanciers, the AWC Board has decided to change the Lure Trial held at
the National Specialty in 2010 to an AKC sponsored event. Lisa
Costello, AWC Board member and National Performance Director is
also drafting a follow up letter to the ASFA Board. The initial letter to
the ASFA Board is published elsewhere in this edition.
Hopefully, by now, you are all also aware of the Board
Bulletin Board that is in the Member’s Only area of the AWC website.
The Board felt that this addition to the website would be a good way
to keep member’s current with topics which we are addressing. (Lisa
Costello’s initial letter to the ASFA Board was the first posting to this
space.) The information posted there will also be disseminated
through various columns here in The Whippet News but information
will appear on the website as soon as any endeavor is accomplished
– members will no longer have to wait from one month to the next to
see that upon which the Board is working.
Just quickly, one more reminder that dues are due on or
before January 1, 2010, in order to be eligible to vote in next year’s
Board election.
Stay safe and have fun with your Whippets,
Russell

OTHER WHIPPET EVENTS
SCWA 25th Specialty Saturday, December 12,
2009 at the 125th AKC Eukanuba National Championship Show in Long Beach, California. Superintendent is Onofrio Dog Shows. Closing Date is
November 11th. All dogs are eligible only this
year for the special celebration show.
Greater San Diego Whippet Ass’n Specialty
and Sweeps with the Inland Empire Hound Show,
Indio, CA, Friday January 8, 2010. Sweeps: Kathy
Thomas (Watch Me), Breed: Donna Lynch
(Hamrya). KC of Palm Springs shows follow on
Saturday and Sunday. Saturday Judge: Paula
Hartinger; Sunday Judge: Charles C. Scott

AWC Board of Directors
President Russ McFadden...505-753-6782 rlmcfadden@valornet.com
Vice President Connie Brunkow...217-431-8972 cbrunkow@dacc.edu
Secretary Cindy Scott…719-594-9974 brookwood22@comcast.net
Treasurer David Samuelson...651-454-4174 samuelsond@aol.com
Board Members:
Lisa Costello...815-695-1930 mtncow@earthlink.net
Christine Hopperstad...206-322-5872 cah@gte.net
Donna Lynch...508-636-0705 ddlhamrya@aol.com
Kay Nierengarten…218-729-8003 kay@northwindcatalog.com
Patience Renzulli...270-575-9753 dogwalkers@comcast.net
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AWC Top Twenty

(listed in alphabetical order)
from AKC Breed statistics
January – October 25, 2009
Ch. Ableaim Just Not Anthr Pretty Face SC
Ch. Andauer Porsche Carrera GT
Ch. Arwen’s Main Event At Summit SC
Ch. Dashing The Gentleman Aviator
Ch. Emerald’s Enchanted Brooke
Ch. Kamada’s A Million Dreams
Ch. Kamada’s Instant Millionaire
Ch. Karasar’s Jezebel JC
Ch. Karasar’s Parexcellence
Ch Kimera Karma De Kotan JC
Ch. Moongaze Jomyr Some Splainin T Do*
Ch. Snowcap’s Sierra Rose
Ch. Snow Hill Calliope SC
Ch. Snow Hill Onyx At Stoneledge SC
Ch. Sonsteby’s In A Pickle
Ch. Sporting Fields Bahama Sands
Ch. Sporting Fields Tiger Lily
Ch. Starline’s Chanel
Ch. Tattershall Ticket To Fly
Ch. Wasatch Tangerine Dream
Ch. Winway Redford With A Splash
* ineligible/past winner

PERFORMANCE REPORT
As many of you know by now, the American Sighthound
Field Association voted in early November to allow the
Silken Windhound (SW) to compete in their Limited
Stake, the first step toward breed recognition. The ISWS
originally made a presentation for acceptance at the
ASFA ACoD last spring. At that time the subject was discussed by the AWC BOD, who were unanimous in not
supporting the idea. The motion to accept the SW made
in February 2009 was soundly defeated and most delegates and ASFA member clubs thought the issue was
over. Then, in October, 2009 another motion appeared
out of the blue to accept the SW registry with no additional input or information from the ISWS parent club.
No reason was given for why the motion surfaced again
and why the original motion failing was not sufficient.
The current motion was not widely published, nor was
input sought from the majority of ASFA member clubs
and it passed. On the heels of that vote came the motion to accept the SW into the Limited Stake. Neither the
AWC ASFA delegate, CJ Foxx, nor the AWC board were
contacted regarding either motion or our opinion on either motion. Due only to a few alert ASFA board members questioning why they had not heard from the AWC
on this matter were we able to send the following statement before the final stages of the voting phase on permanent acceptance of the SW into the Limited Stake.
"It has been brought to the attention of the American
Whippet Club (AWC) Board of Directors that ASFA is discussing the addition of the Silken Windhound to the Limited Stake...the first step in the process of breed recognition. The Silken Windhound is a combination of two old
and distinct breeds, the Whippet and the Borzoi. It is
not recognized by FCI or any other credible breed registry in the world and has very limited history with few
generations as a "breed". In actuality, the first litter was
whelped in 1987, 30 years after the first Cockapoos were
bred, and 2 years before the first Labradoodles. The SW
parent club formed in 1999. The AWC has long dealt
with the issue of the "Longhaired Whippet" created by
Walter Wheeler of Windsprite kennels and his followers. This was a mix of Whippet, Borzoi and Sheltie as the
main breeds with no record keeping and deception on
the part of those registering the smooth coated offspring
as Whippets with the AKC. Due to the dogged efforts of
the AWC, most of Wheeler's dogs and their descendants
were removed from the stud book and registration of the
American Kennel Club. The Silken Windhound was then
developed by Francie Stull who stated up front it was a
mixture of 2 distinct and individual breeds and not, in the
inception, a true breed unto itself. Although the Silken
Windhound has a following worldwide, a breed standard
and apparently a "closed" studbook, they are a very new
"breed" and are truly no different than any of the other
designer breeds now in existence (Puggles, Labra-

doodles, Cockapoos, Chiweenies, etc. etc.). The AWC
does not support ANY mixed breeds incorporating the
Whippet and are thus opposed to allowing them to run in
ASFA.
We also question AFSA's role in determining what is a
breed and what is not, outside of their usual acceptance
of breeds recognized by FCI. The Whippet and Borzoi
have completely different hunting styles, the Whippet
being a single and direct pursuer of game, the Borzoi
tending to hunt in pack style with lead and flank
dogs. How do you now judge a mixture of the two
breeds? What is their running style? Who knows? How
will ASFA determine this? What will keep breeders from
breeding Silken Windhounds to purebred whippets to
gain speed or purebred Borzoi to gain stamina and
strength? How would we know this was being
done? What does that mix look like?
The dog world has been inundated recently with the addition of hundreds of "designer breeds" marketed by
puppy mills, the internet and pet stores. The popularity
of these mongrels marketed as "breeds" has cast an even
dimmer light on purebred dogs and their dedicated
breeders. We, as a parent club, do not support the inclusion of any mixed breed dogs into purebred dog activities, including ASFA lure coursing.
American Whippet Club
Board of Directors"
I will be drafting a follow up letter to ASFA regarding the
motion passing and will publish it in the December WN.
This issue has raised some very spirited discussion
amongst whippet breeders and fanciers and the usual
people who post to the whippet internet lists. This is a
very complex issue and one the AWC board discussed
extensively. We did not have an opportunity to solicit
input from our membership prior to contacting ASFA as
the regional director for our delegate chose not to contact her or solicit her opinion prior to either vote this fall.
If you have input on this matter, you can contact me or
any board member via e-mail, phone call or snail mail.
I have long been an ardent supporter of ASFA and their
organization, often to the complaints of many who have
wanted an AKC trial as our national specialty showcase.
It is my personal feeling that ASFA made a mistake when
voting on an issue of this importance without soliciting
our club and the membership for our opinions. As a result of the ASFA decision, the AWC board has chosen to
hold an AKC trial in conjunction with our national specialty in Tucson for 2010.
Lisa M. Costello
AWC Performance Director
mtncow@earthlink.net
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2010 National Specialty
April 17 - April 24, 2010
Tucson, Arizona
Official Web Site - WWW.AWC2010.COM

Email: AWC2010@gmail.com

Our host hotel is the beautiful InnSuites Tucson City Center in Tucson, Arizona. We have a great room
rate of $89.00 per night for a Studio Queen (2 beds) or a Studio King (1 bed). The Executive/Family Suites
are 2 room suites with a rate of $99.00 for King (1 bed) or Queen (2 beds) and this includes a convertible
sofa in the living area. All room have a microwave and a refrigerator and the hotel provides a free hot
breakfast buffet every morning. You must state that you will be attending the American Whippet Club
Specialty and please let them know if you are coming with dogs or without dogs. Reservations can be
made by calling 1‐520‐622‐3000 or on the hotel web site at : http://stmarys.innsuites.com.
NOTE: All of the King and Queen Suites are sold out!
If you have booked a Jacuzzi Room, those rooms are in the 4 story Tower Building Only and do not exit
onto the grass areas. NO EXPENS WILL BE ALLOWED ON THE GRASS IN THE COURTYARD AREAS.
The RV Parking, Vendor Application and the Catalog Advertising forms are available on the web site and
they will be included in the next several issues of The Whippet News.
Lori Nelson is the Chairperson for the AWC Raffle. You can contact her at wildfirewhippets@juno.com or
at 480‐488‐3801 if you have any items you would like to donate to the raffle.
Donna Lynch is the Chairperson for our Trophies this year. You can contact Donna at 508‐636‐0705 or
ddlhamrya@aol.com. We have beautiful Horsehair Pottery from the Navajo Nation for trophies and
donations are always appreciated.
Please check the website on a regular basis for information. We have been adding to the site as we go
along and more will be coming in the future.

Rhonda Gifford
2010 National Show Chair
(602) 459‐9032
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Connie Boulton
2010 National Show Co‐Chair
(520) 241‐0354

2010 AWC National Specialty Catalog Advertising
The ads for the National Specialty catalog with be a finished size of 4.5” x 7.5”. The cost will be $60.00 per page
with one photo. Additional photos will be $10.00 per photo. All photos must be identified on the back – DO NOT use
ball point pen. Type or print all information clearly on a sheet of paper that you wish to have in your ad. Please use
high quality photos; these will be scanned before sending on to the Superintendent. Photos printed on plain paper
will not be accepted. NO ads will be accepted without payment in full.
Make all checks payable to the American Whippet Club.
Please include a stamped, self addressed envelope if you would like your photo returned.

Catalog Advertising
Name_______________________________________________________________________________________
Address_____________________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip_________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone/Email______________________________________________________________________________

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Breeders Directory

We will also offer a Breeder’s Directory that will appear in the catalog. The listing fee is $15.00. No photos or logos.
Kennel Name_________________________________________________________________________________
Owner’s Name________________________________________________________________________________
Address_____________________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip_________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone/Email______________________________________________________________________________

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Please send ads, payment and any special instructions to:
Rhonda Gifford
AWC 2010 Catalog Advertising
P.O. Box 1464
Queen Creek, AZ 85242
Contact Information
Phone: (602) 459-9032
awc2010@gmail.com

DEADLINE FOR ADVERTISING IS MARCH 1, 2010
ADS RECEIVED AFTER THIS DATE WILL BE RETURNED
The Whippet News  November 2009
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American Whippet Club
24th National Specialty
April 18 – April 24, 2010
Tucson, AZ

RV PARKING RESERVATION FORM
Name __________________________________________________ Phone #________________________
Address ________________________________________________________________________________
E‐mail _____________________________________ License. Plate #_______________________________
Type of unit ____ Motor home
Slide outs ____ Yes _____ No

_____ Trailer

Length of Unit __________ Tow vehicle ___ Yes ___ No

If yes: _____ Drivers side _____ Passengers side

*Note: Units may not exceed 45’ in length. Towed/ towing vehicles must be unhitched & parked in designated
area.
Date of arrival ____________________________ Please park with*__________________________________
*We will make every effort to accommodate your request; however we cannot guarantee it.
All parking spaces will be assigned. Units must be parked as directed by the RV Chairperson. No electrical
hookups available. No generators may be used without exhaust diversion extension directing exhaust away
from your neighbor. Generators can not be used between the hours of 12 midnight and 6:00 am. Parking is on
a gravel lot in front of the hotel. Absolutely no fires or grills will be allowed.
Fee: $175.00 covers all or part of the week – no pro‐rations. No reservations will be accepted unless
accompanied by full payment. Requirements as outlined in this letter shall be considered a part of the
contract for RV Parking space. Applications must be received by February 1, 2010.
Number of spaces___________________________________ @ $175.00 each

Total_____________

Amount enclosed with this application $____________________________________
Return form with check made payable to American Whippet Club 2010 and mail to:
Dianne Bowen‐RV Parking Chairperson
470 Oxford Street
Chula Vista, CA 91911‐2807
619‐427‐2982
oxfordwip@sbcglobal.net
6
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Dear Vendor:
The American Whippet Club is hosting its 24th National
Specialty at the Inn Suites Hotel in Tucson, AZ. National
activities begin at the hotel on Monday, April 19, 2010 and
run through Saturday, April 24, 2010 culminating with our
Best of Breed Competition.
The vendors will be set up in the ballroom. We should
have enough space for all vendors but we will have
overflow space available in the Lobby area. The hotel will
be available to you starting at 6:00 pm on Sunday, April
18th with set up until 9:00 pm and may continue on Monday but must be completed by 5:00
pm. Booth removal and clean up of your area must be completed within four hours following
the conclusion of judging on Saturday, April 24th. All trash is to be placed in proper receptacles.
Vendors should be aware that the ballroom will be locked up at night but please do NOT leave
items out on your tables.
Cost is $175.00 for a 10’ space, which includes one 6’ table, tablecloth and skirting and two
chairs. Payment must accompany your application form. Applications must be received by
February 1, 2010. Space assignment is on a first come, first served basis. Maximum footage
allowed per vendor will be 20 feet. Booths can be no more than 6 feet deep, including the
table. Nothing may touch, lean or be attached to the walls. The cost for space is a flat fee for
the entire week, no pro‐rations. Electrical hook‐ups will be available on a limited basis at no
charge. Booth spaces will be assigned by the Vendor Chair. All unloading, set up, tear down
and clean up is the responsibility of the vendor. The club, hotel or vendor chair are not
responsible for assisting in these functions.
The club, its agents, show committee, and members assume no responsibility for any loss,
damage to property, or theft. Full payment is required when the form is returned. No
applications for space will be considered unless accompanied by payment in full. All returned
checks will cancel booth space and will jeopardize future booth space. Requirements as
outlined in this letter shall be considered a part of the contract for vendor space.
If you need to ship packages to the hotel, please call the hotel and let them know that you are
sending boxes for the AWC 2010 and address them to:
(Your Name)
c/o American Whippet Club
InnSuites Hotel Tucson City Center
475 N Granada Avenue
Tucson, Arizona 85701
There will be no charge for storage/handling if packages do not arrive before April 11, 2010. If
they arrive before this date, you will be charged for storage and this could results in your boxes
being refused by the hotel.

The Whippet News  November 2009
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VENDOR APPLICATION
THE AMERICAN WHIPPET CLUB
2010 NATIONAL SPECIALTY
April 19 – April 24, 2010

Name______________________________________________________________
Address____________________________________________________________
City______________________________State___________Zip________________
Phone______________________________Cell phone_______________________
E‐mail _____________________________________________________________
Type of Merchandise_________________________________________________
Number of spaces: _________ 1 space = $175.00 ________ 2 spaces = $350.00
Electricity Needed
Yes_____ No______
If yes, please explain what you need electric power for:
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Date and time arriving to set up_________________________________________
By my signature, I agree to all rules and regulations set forth by The American
Whippet Club for this event.
___________________________________________________________________
Send completed application with a check for $175.00 for each space requested
made payable to The American Whippet Club 2010 and mail to:
Crystal McNulty, Vendor Chair
514 E. Hicks Hollow Road
Chillicothe, IL 61523
hycks1@gmail.com
8
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Annie
SBIS Bohem All About Eve, ROMX
5/26/96 – 11/4/09

I first saw Annie as an 8 week old puppy in Bo’s back yard playing
with her littermates. Little did I know she would turn out to be as
beautiful, successful and great contributor to our breed with 15
champion offspring.
I followed Annie for many years and was thrilled when she walked
in my ring at the 2008 National specialty.
As I went over her on the table I wondered if she could still move like
she had when she was younger. I wasn’t disappointed. She was still
dead sound and smooth as glass going around the ring and I awarded
her a Select. The above image is one of my favorite photos from that
National and I will always remember that wonderful Veteran girl.
Sleep well, Annie.
~love, Cindy

One specialty weekend — two new champions
The Northern California Whippet Fanciers Association and
Del Valle KC shows in October are among the biggest and
most competitive in the country. Thanks to everyone involved
for contributing to a terrific weekend!

Viggo
Ch.* Counterpoint Painted by Bohem
(Ch. Bohem
(Ch. Three
BohemRing
BonCircus
Vivant xx Can.
Can. Ch. Counterpoint
Counterpoint Winning
Winning Colors)
Viggo started by going BOS in Sweepstakes under Dan Lockhart, finished a few hours later by going WD & BOW at the specialty under
breeder judge Julie Holm (Terrace Hill), handled by Paul Lepiane, and
won an Award of Merit the next day under Janet Buchanan. He’s only 12
& 1/2 months old — these were his first shows out of the puppy class.
Owner Scott Mazer. Co-owned by Bohem
Breeders John Ross & Trudy Taphorn, Canada.
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Izzy
Ch.* Charlamar Sashays
In White Linen
(Ch. Bohem Just in Time, CR x Ch. Oxford’s Kamio Hope and Glory)
We were so pleased that Dan Lockhart of the influential Saxon Shore
prefix chose our two youngsters for Best and BOS in the NCWFA
sweepstakes. Izzy finished the next day, going BOW and BOS over a
whole slew of beautiful champion bitches. The following weekend she
won back-to-back BOB and Group 3rd as a move-up. She’s still only
16 months old.
Owners Bo Bengtson & Charlotte Lee. Breeders Charlotte Lee &
Dianne Bowen
* Pending AKC confirmation.

Bianca

Bohem Bianca
of Jubilee
(Ch. Bohem Resounding Highjinks x
Ch. Bohem Some Like It Hot)
Bianca will turn 6 months old at the
end of the year. We are grateful to
Cindi Gredys for letting us co-own
her. She will live with Cindi but may
come visit in California later on.

Bo Bengtson
Ojai, Calif.
www.bohemwhippets.com
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2 All Breed BIS Ch. Bo-Bett Hallmark Break Dance
(Ch. Starline’s Sovereign X Ch. Bo-Bett Hallmark’s Dance Dance Dance)

“Breaker”

“Breaker” finished at 8
months by winning his
first Group and BIS in
Watkinsville, Georgia.
Our sincere thanks to
Judge Alberto Berrios
for this Group and to
Breeder/Judge Tom
Kirstein for a possible
record breaking BIS.

Breeder/Owner: Carol A. Harris
Handler: Justin Smithey
Bo-Bett Farm, Florida
352-591-1020

 We invite you to visit our updated website for Whippets, IGs and Horses 
www.bobettfarm.com

“Breaker” Does It Again!!
For Bo-Bett

Many thanks to Judge
James Knoe for this
BIS and to Judge
Owen Derryberry for
the Group.

“Breaker” is an extremely dependable young Whippet who now has Five Group Ones, Four
Group Placements and Two All Breed Bests in Show. He was born with an uncanny brain
and continually demonstrates his desire to please. Thank you to Justin Smithey for your expert handling of Breaker and also to Cheslie Pickett and Grahm Swayze for your assistance.

Ch. Chelsea Chamisal
(Ch Chelsea Chalcedony X Ch Chelsea Hot Smoke and Sassafras)

“Macy” enjoyed a rewarding class career.
She finished with 4 majors, two of which
were Specialty majors. The first was under
breeder-judge Mr. Richard Rupert at the
Greater San Diego Whippet Association
and the finishing touch was under Mr.
Espen Engh at the Western Washington
Whippet Association.
“Macy” is a unique character and makes
us laugh every day. We look forward to
incorporating her into the line at some
point next year.

Breeder/owners:
Deann Christianson | chelseawhippets@aol.com
Joetta K. Melton | jkmelton9@kc.rr.com

Top TeN rACe WhippeTs
Whippet
1.

Owner(s)

Cogshall's spider Lily of Coswin ArX
Luehrs
DpCX srA2 Cr

2. maybach Cabriolet Gem ArX srA
3.

Cogshall's sweet everlasting
Loughren ArX srA FCh

Ties

NARX
Pts

9

1

55.0

Wegner

1

33.0

higginson

3

29.0

Cogshall's painted Daisy ArX NArX2 huff
5. Topaz At The Gamble ArX NArX

Meet
Wins

elliott

4

1

29.0

6

25.0

6.

pinerun First paige of Wind ArX srA
morgan
CrXv TrpX FCh JC

4

19.0

7.

Cogshall's Noble mandrake ArX
NArX3

3

14.0

2

6.0

huff

8. Windsheen Dashing Divine ms D FCh hurlburt/samuelson
9. Licketysplit Fate to the Wind Trp
Loughren sand Trax of June ArX

Damron/shegogue

4.0

Clarke

4.0

Top TeN CoNFormATioN WhippeTs
Whippet
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Points*

1.

marial's mosinee of Cogshall ArX DpCX Arthur/huff

26

2.

Cogshall's spider Lily of Coswin ArX
DpCX srA2 Cr

Luehrs

25

Windflight i Wanna be Your man Trp

Wegner

25

4.

Can Ch swiftsure Cameroon Trp DpC
baratta
FCh oTr AGNJ

17

5.

Ch marial's shamasan Taboo ArX
DpCX

14

6.

Ch Wegner's on The sly TDX Trp DpC Austin/James

13

Can Ch Fireworks Dance Little sister
Trp DpC

barclay/Wirsch

13

8.

Can Ch poseidon's Kamikazi

Johnson

12

9.

Can Ch swiftsure Tanzania

baratta

11

10.

Alluring Austin Without Limits Trp DpC
szabo
sr ADC

10

Lakota's You better Watch out

10

Arthur

briscoe

Ch ima measure For measure LCm sC moran

10

shamasan here be Dragons

solano

10

serendipity Nighthawk ArX FCh sr
oTr TrpX CGC

Levine

10

*points based on 1st = 5, 2nd = 3, 3rd
= 2, 4th = 1

22

Owner(s)

The Whippe t News  November 2009

Lina

BIS Ch Cove Creek’s Minuette
(Ch Abelaim Kodak Moments x Ch Cove Creek’s Spanish Dancer)
Congratulations to Lina for winning Back to back Group Firsts and
A Best In Show at the Mason City, Iowa KC shows. Thank you to
Dr Wanda V. Spediacci and all the Judges who appreciate her fine
qualities. Thank you to Barb Wayne for her expert presentation.
Breeder/Owner:
Dennis L. Seiler

Owner:
Nate Slauson
www.covecreekwhippets.com

Start the New Year Right!

Greater San Diego Whippet Association
Unbenched Designated Specialty Show and Sweepstakes
within the Inland Empire Hound Club of So. California
Friday January 8, 2010
Empire Polo Grounds, Indio, California
Three MAJORS in three days are anticipated along with the
Kennel Club of Palm Springs Shows on Saturday and Sunday

GSDWA Specialty Judge: Donna Lynch, Westport, MA
(HAMRYA)

Sweepstakes Judge: Kathy Thomas, Las Vegas, NV
(WATCH ME)

Both are well-respected Whippet Breeders
Saturday Whippet Judge: Ms. Paula Hartinger
Sunday Whippet Judge: Mr. Charles C. Scott
Superintendents: Jack Bradshaw Dog Shows
Show closing date is Noon (PST) Wednesday, December23, 2009
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Big news at Chaprun Hounds
Hank is a new dual champion!

DC Kamio’s Cut Above The Rest, SC

(Ch Sunbeam Rembrandt of Endeavor, JC x Ch Oxfords Dance Upon Air)

Handled by Heather Lindberg, Hank finished his
championship at the Del Valle Dog Club of
Livermore show on Oct 18th.
Mr. Dana Cline awarded Hank winners dog and
then chose him as best of opposite sex over nine
male specials!!!
I’m so proud of my little guy!
A huge thank you goes out to my dad, Carl
Goodman, for his many hours spent driving Hank
to dog shows and lure coursing trials. Without
his help, my dogs and I would be unable to
participate.
Hank was bred by Sarah and Leigh Balkam,
Kamio Whippets.
Owner: Jennifer Goodman
www.ChaprunHounds.com
info@ChaprunHounds.com
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Whippet News:

have expertise to share. It can be a very specialized field

How to Write a Whippet Book (or Not)

(Whippets, for instance, or how to make macramé plant

by Bo Bengtson

hangers out of old pieces of string, or something equally
esoteric) — the amazing thing in this wonderful country of

So many people have asked about the next edition of

ours is that the old saying about mousetraps often applies:

my book “The Whippet” that I thought it might be a good

build a better one, or know how to write about it, and the

idea to write something about it. It’s no wonder that there

world will beat a path to your door.

have been some concern because a lot of people sent pho-

That last statement is a truth with modifications,

tos and answered questions when I was working on it,

though, because finding a publisher willing to print your

which seems like a very long time ago now.

book is probably the biggest stumbling block of all. The

The short answer is that the book is in the works, but I

world is full of authors with manuscripts in search of a pub-

still don’t know when it will appear in print. May I take this

lisher. You can self-publish, which means you pay for the

opportunity to tell you something about the book publish-

printing yourself at any of the outfits that specialize in

ing business? That might prevent the (fortunately unique)

this… but it costs the earth, it’s tantamount to admitting

reaction on an earlier occasion, when a Whippet fancier

nobody wants your book, the result inevitably looks ama-

who shall remain nameless threw the book upon the

teurish, and if you don’t have a publisher to help with mar-

ground and stomped on it when he found that he was not

keting and sales the sad truth is that your book will sink

mentioned in it.

like a stone, so even those who might want to buy it

Of course there’s no reason anyone should know any-

probably won’t be able to find it.

thing about book publishing unless you happen to be a
writer. It’s a strange business and no picnic in the park, I
can assure you, especially if you’re one of those people

SIGNING A CONTRACT
The above is just the beginning. Once you have written

who say “Oooh, I’d like to write a book some day…” — as if

a manuscript that’s been accepted by a publisher (you sign

it were just a matter of finding a few days in your busy

a contract, you get a surprisingly small sum of money), the

schedule to whip up something for the publishing world to

publisher in reality “owns” your manuscript, and you have

fight over.

very little say about what happens with it. So you wait, and

To write a book you must first be able to write. That

then you wait some more. That’s where we are now with

seems obvious, but clearly it isn’t. If you’re not capable of

the Whippet book: complete manuscript of over 135,000

stringing complete sentences together, or if you’re not sure

words (not quite “War and Peace” but nearly twice as

of the difference between it’s and its, who and whom, lay

many as contracted) and about 600 photos, also far more

and lie — forget it. And you must be able to keep at it, sit-

than initially planned, were delivered to my publisher on

ting down every day for several months, perhaps years,

July 1st, 2009. Four months later all I’ve heard is a couple

staring at the blank page (or computer screen) in front of

of mildly reassuring “We’re working on it…” The idea is

you, and then produce your daily quota of words, sen-

(was?) to get the book out in time for the AWC National

tences, pages and chapters… or that book will just remain

Specialty in April, but if that will happen I don’t know.

an appealing figment of your imagination.

One thing you learn as an author is that your book is

You must also have something to say. That’s pretty

not the center of the universe for your publisher. Maybe if

obvious, too, but exactly what that is only you can decide.

you’re John Irving or Jackie Collins, but not the rest of us.

You need an area that you know so much about that you

It makes sense: publishers have several books in the works
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at the same time, they all take more time than planned,

sure any child knows almost all American Poodles go back to

and your turn comes in due course… some day. I re-

English stock.)

member asking when I last wrote a book for this pub-

What you have to do is sift through every possible

lisher if I had a completed manuscript by Christmas,

source of data. Contrary to popular belief, AKC can’t tell you

could they have the book out by summer? Hollow

who the top winning this or that is (producer, breeder, win-

laughter ensued, and THREE YEARS LATER the book

ner), but if you have plenty of time and patience, and pref-

was finally in print. (It was worth it, though, if I may

erably enough money to stay in New York and go to the

brag a little: it won several awards, even the IBDA Ben-

AKC library for a few weeks, you can dig up a lot of interest-

jamin Franklin award for “Best Reference Book of the

ing material. I spent many hours working my way through

Year”, with world history and child rearing books as

the early records, the founding of AWC, etc., and the help I

runner-up and in third place. That’s pretty good for a

got from several generations of AKC librarians was invalu-

dog book.)

able. (The fact that AKC recently terminated the librarian’s

What takes so long? Well, if you have a responsible
publisher they will first have an executive editor read
through the whole thing to make sure it’s worth pub-

post is outrageous and will have serious long-term effects
on our sport, but that’s a different matter.)
We are very fortunate in our breed to have Barbara Par-

lishing at all. Then a text editor goes through every

sons, who has kept track of the sires, dams and breeders of

sentence with a fine-tooth comb, checking spelling,

all the new AKC Whippet champions (over 200 in 2008

grammar, names etc. (These people hate AKC names,

alone) for many years now, and I owe her a great debt for

by the way: how come some dogs are Sporting Fields,

giving me access to these records.

others Sporting Field’s, Sportingfield or even Spflds? I

Of course a number of champions should not be the

tell them AKC lets us choose the spelling we wish, but

single criteria for which kennels are featured in a book.

they don’t believe me.) And then there’s the fact

There are also specialty wins, which were easy to find in the

checker who obviously doesn’t know much about dogs

old days when we had three or four AWC specialties per

but is on red alert for inconsistencies or lack of clarity.

year, but are harder to track now that we have so many

(Why do you say this dog won the National in 1986 in

more specialty shows — 16 at last count. There are also the

one place but 1987 in another? Oops. And when you

all-breed wins, which are not compiled in toto anywhere: a

say that dog was Top Ten one year, what exactly does

list of all AKC BIS wins since that award first became official

that mean? Etc. etc.)

in 1924 would be fascinating, but necessitates someone
wading through thousands upon thousands of AKC Show

DOING RESEARCH – OR NOT
This is where I tell you about the research I feel is

Awards pages for several decades. What I rely on are the
annual Top 10 (or 20) statistics, published in various forms

necessary before putting anything in print. Not all au-

since the 1950s, but these days it’s quite possible for a

thors do research: one dearly departed lady author

Whippet to win a BIS without making it into the year-end

who, as the saying goes, wrote more dog books than

top rankings.

she ever read, made a habit of simply including in her
books whatever anyone sent her. She obviously didn’t
do any research of her own, and I remember a chapter

THE REST OF THE WORLD
So much for the U.S. show scene. The world has be-

on Poodles in England that basically consisted of one

come a lot larger in recent years, and the new edition of the

sentence: “In England there are many famous Poodle

book should reflect that. I already had done extensive re-

kennels.” Geez. (That was a breed book, and as I’m

search at the Kennel Club in London, poring over old Stud
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Book records and early breed history, and it was not

great LIFE Magazine portrait of Ch. Courtenay Fleetfoot of

that difficult to update the development over there, but

Pennyworth after he won BIS at Westminster in 1964; the

it was also necessary to expand on the rest of Europe,

copyright fee is in the four figures, and I don’t blame the

Scandinavia, Australia, New Zealand, South America,

publishers from balking at that. But it’s a great shot.)

South Africa and Asia, all of which have thriving Whippet

Fortunately, there are several wonderful photographers

populations. Finding the right contacts and getting reli-

who realize that the budget for a book such as this one

able data from them was a chore, but it was also fasci-

doesn’t allow for huge fees. I am deeply grateful to them

nating: I learned a lot. Eastern Europe in particular is

and to all the other people who sent photographs of their

fairly hopping with Whippet activities these days!

dogs. There’s a big stack sitting on my desk, and they will

One thing that was not good in previous editions
was the imbalance between conformation and field cov-

all be returned in due course — but preferably not until I’m
sure the scans the publisher has are OK.

erage. The former is my speciality, the latter admittedly
not: I have coursed and raced, but not nearly enough to

When the book is finally published, please don’t get

have pretensions to any kind of real expertise. Along

upset if you find that you’re not mentioned in the book, or

came two saving angels in the shape of Lisa Costello

the photo you sent is not included. First, the publisher may

here in the U.S. and Gay Robertson in Great Britan: I

simply cut text or photos even though I don’t want them

am deeply grateful to both of them for having the pa-

to. Second, let’s be realistic — we’re talking about more

tience, energy and knowledge to dig up all the neces-

than a century of breed history and a whole wide world of

sary data and help me whip this into a shape that I

activities, so in a book of this kind it’s obviously necessary

think is both readable and informative. It was also nec-

to focus mostly on those breeders and dogs that have had

essary to add a chapter on health and hereditary dis-

the greatest long-term, national (or even international)

eases (something nobody even thought about when I

success. If you’ve bred scores of champions over a couple

wrote the first edition 25 years ago), and Lisa came to

of decades, had great success in both specialty and all-

the rescue again. Working with her was a true pleasure.

breed BIS competition, produced several top sires and/or

We are lucky to have Lisa in our breed, with her unique

dams… well, then I hope you will find yourself fairly repre-

combination of knowledge in both field activities and as

sented.

a veterinarian.

At least I hope you won’t throw the book on the
ground and stomp on it.

PHOTO HEADACHES
Then there were the photographs, which provided

34

P.S. Can you make money writing dog books? Sure, a

their own set of problems. Deciding which dogs were

little, but if you balance that money against the number of

important enough to merit a photo in the book was a

hours involved it doesn’t even qualify as pocket change.

headache in itself. Finding images of all these dogs that

You write because you enjoy it, and if the final result turns

were good enough to print, that had not already ap-

out well that’s reward enough. One major exception was a

peared in other books and that we could get permission

breed encyclopedia I wrote years ago, which sold more

to use without paying a fortune was incredibly difficult,

than 500,000 copies and would have made me a small for-

sometimes impossible, and always involved a large

tune in royalties (about $1 per book) —except that I didn’t

number of emails, begging, bartering or whatever. (I

think the book was very good and sold all rights to it for a

still don’t know what we are doing about the famous

song, so didn’t get a penny of those royalties…

|
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WRAP Report: Escape to Rescue
By Brigitte Greenberg
Dash is a 10-year-old brindle and white boy who,
according to Whippet Rescue and Placement volunteer
Nancy Billups, had a traumatic life up until coming into
Rescue in October. Billups said she believes he was
abused every day for at least four years.
As told to Billups, the scenario played out on a daily basis
with the owners leaving their other two dogs outside for
the day and Dash inside the home alone. Dash would act
out by tearing things up and peeing on the floor, the wife
told Billups.
“The husband would then come home and ‘spank’ Dash
for peeing on the floor,” said Billups, of Amarillo, Texas.
“This went on for four years until about a month ago.
The same scenario happened once again, but this time
Dash bit the husband in the face. The husband went
crazy and chased Dash through the house, and Dash ran
so hard and fast away from him and went to run under
the bed. “He ran so fast under the bed that he hit the
metal rail under the bed and split his back open along
the backbone,” Billups continued. “The wife took him to
the vet, and they stitched up a three-inch gash along his
backbone. The husband then wanted to put him to sleep
and told the wife that he hated the dog.”
The wife contacted Billups and drove 15 hours to get
Dash into Rescue. “I believe the wife is abused too. That
is why this went on for so long,” Billups said. “I am so
glad that we were able to save Dash from this horrible
situation that he was living in, and I am also glad that
the wife was able to admit to me what was taking place
and for saving Dash. I just hope she can also get the
help she needs as well.”
While WRAP has a policy of not adopting out a dog that
has bitten in the past, each volunteer foster care provider
must make an evaluation of any such Whippet to determine whether a bite did, in fact, occur and if so, whether
it's likely to recur. In this case, Billups, a WRAP regional
director, determined that Dash faced extenuating
circumstances.

the companionship of other Whippets, Italian Greyhounds,
Ibizan Hounds, Chinese Cresteds and one Chihuahua in his
foster home.
“He has learned to use a doggie door and is now cratetrained and has also put on weight. He has not torn up one
thing, nor has he ever urinated in my home,” Billups said.
“He is a perfect gentleman and even ‘woof, woofs’ to me
when I ask him to.”
Billups said Dash loves treats and wearing his sweater now
that it's getting colder.
“I have developed a very special place in my heart for this
sweet old dog” she said. “He is an old soul and has such a
sadness about him. I am hoping that being here with me in
a house surrounded by love and other dogs, that he will
lose some of the sadness that you can see in his eyes.”
Addendum: As of this writing, Billups said she thinks she
has found a home for Dash. She reports that a home
hospice nurse who has three older dogs, a Greyhound,
Cocker Spaniel and Labrador Retriever has expressed an
interest in adopting him.
For information on how you can adopt a Whippet in the
Rescue program, please visit the WRAP website at
www.whippet-rescue.com, where you will find a list of
Whippets who need homes. If you cannot adopt, please
consider making a donation to WRAP. Donations can be
mailed to WRAP Treasurer Jean Schroeder at 17502 S. 750
W. Wanatah, IN 46390.
Adoptions for the month: Quentin and Melinda Rider of CO
adopted Ally; Cindy Till of CO adopted Luke; Rebecca
Schainost of NE adopted Devon; Brad Thomas of IN
adopted Bella; Rachel Horstman and Jaime Palma of WI
adopted Jack; Brad and Lisa Empery of OR adopted
Cosmo; the Kohl's of OR adopted Caesar.
Thank you to the following people for making donations:
$5,000 from Bloomberg News in recognition of Brigitte
Greenberg's work with Whippet Rescue; Michelle Queen
$30; Laurel Wilks $30 in memory of Mary Bell's ‘Tara’ DC
Lyn's Gone With The Wind SC FCH.

“Dash has never shown anything but love towards
myself, my husband, my mother and my friends,
wagging his tail at the new people he meets,” Billups
said. “He also has been wonderful around all of my dogs,
big and small as well. I do think he was provoked and
terrified by the circumstances that he was in. How he
doesn't show any lasting signs of the damage that he
suffered is amazing to me. I think he bit in defense of
himself and felt cornered with no way out, and he
attacked his attacker and that it was a one time
incident.''
Billups said Dash is now thriving and that he is enjoying
The Whippet News  November 2009

|

35

Christine Hopperstad, Editor
THE
NEWS
130 34th
AveWHIPPET
E
Christine
Hopperstad,
Editor
Seattle WA 98112
130 34th Ave. E.
Seattle, WA 98112

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!!

